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Message from the Head of 
School 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock.” 
Matthew 7:24-25 (NIV) 
 
As a resident of Ford’s Colony, I recently had the honor to be interviewed 
for the February issue of our community magazine, Colony Life, with a  

particular focus on my role as Head 
of School for Covenant Christian 
School. It was my privilege and joy 
to be able to welcome the author of 
the article, Amy Oates, to the 
school and introduce her to our 
wonderful facility, to our teachers 
and to your precious students. In 
her brief time here in the building, 
Ms. Oates really captured the heart 
of who we are as a Covenant 
school and an appreciation for the 
Charlotte Mason method of 
education. What a blessing to be 
able to introduce our school to the 
Ford’s Colony community in this 
way! Though the Lord was not 
mentioned by name in the article, 
the strong foundation He is laying 
in the lives of our children is clearly 
evident in the highlights from the 
article, such as the “Bless Our 
Neighbors” focus of fall Service 
Day and the care our older 
students show for the younger. This 

is His school, and I was so grateful to be able to share it with my neighbors. 
If you would like to read the article for yourself, a copy is included with 
today’s email. 
In Him, 
Christine 

School Verse 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 

angry” James 1:19 

Habit of the Month for February: Prayer 

Two of our precious Form II students work 
diligently on their math skills together. 

Upcoming Events 

Feb 19  Presidents’ Day 
   NO SCHOOL     
Feb 23 State of our Covenant  
Mar 2  Student Service Day   
Mar 15 Parent-Teacher 
   Conferences: 1/2 Day  
Mar 16 Teacher Workday 
   NO SCHOOL     
Mar 22 Celebrate our Covenant 
Mar 29 Flowering of the Cross  
Mar 30 Good Friday 
   NO SCHOOL     
Apr 2-6 Spring Break 
   NO SCHOOL     
Apr 13 Enrichment Day    
May 4 Student Service Day   
May 11 Fine Arts Festival    
May 18 Spring Carnival    
May 23-25 Final Exams: 1/2 Day 
May 25 Last Day of School   
May 26 Graduation      

Student artwork by Form IV on display. 



Form II 
Next week Form II will be studying the 

following: 
● Bible: Through the Roof to Jesus, Matthew 9 

● Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:1-4 

● Math: Dividing into Equal Groups 

● Phonics: Vowel-consonant-e 

● Grammar: Writing statements and questions 

● History: The Sons of Deucalion and the story of Jason. 

● Science: Begin animal classification project (more 

 information to follow!) 

 

Please pray for the Clark family. 

Form I 
Hello, February!  

● Bible Memorization: I Thessalonians 5:19 “Quench not the 

 Spirit.” 

● Bible Story: Jesus Teaches us to Pray. 

● Phonics: Fundations Unit 2: making words for decoding, all 

 sound review, trick  words. 

● Grammar: Common and proper nouns, Days of the Week. 

● Handwriting: Guided writing and capital letters continued. 

● Literature: Night of the Moonjellies by Mark Shasa, from our 

 Five in A Row Series. 

● Math: Singapore Math Unit 17: Comparing numbers and 

 quantities. 

● History/Geography: New England/Atlantic Ocean. 

● Science: Moon jellyfish and an Aquatic Biome. 

Please be sure to check your child's folder when it comes home. 
Hopefully, you have all seen the parent packet that I sent home 
earlier this week, explaining our Phonics Unit 2. There are 
helpful tools included for you to use at home with your child. 

Form III 
For the week of January 29: 
● Bible: The Passover 

● Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:3 

● Habit Training: Alertness to Seize Opportunities 

● History: Powhatan Indians; Pocahontas 

● Writing: Write Polished Draft; 8 Parts of Speech-Nouns, Verbs 

● Reading: Phonics, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

 chapters 15-18 

● Science: Weather: Precipitation; Water Cycle 

● Upcoming Assessments: 

 Memory Verse Assessment, Friday February 9 

 Spelling/Dictation Assignment, Friday February 9 

Form IV narrates Bible stories for Form I using Legos. 

Forms II works on multiplication with manipulatives. 

State of Our 
Covenant 

 
Don’t forget to mark your 

calendars for Friday evening, 
February 23, beginning at 
6:30 pm. Mrs. Schulker will 
give a brief presentation on 

the state of the school, 
followed by a showing of the 

impactful film, Race to 
Nowhere, on the current state 

of our nation’s educational 
system. You won’t want to 
miss this opportunity! The 
location for the evening is 

New Town Methodist Church. 



New PLUS Programs 

Chess Club: 
The Covenant Christian Chess Club 

will meet on Thursdays from 3:30 to 

4:30 pm in the Charlotte Mason room, 

beginning February 8. All levels, 

including beginner, are welcome. This 

club will be coached by Dave 

Bauernschmidt. Students will learn 

new and progressive game 

strategies. They will be encouraged to 

think ahead and make wise choices 

while playing chess; however, this 

skill will also help them in making wise 

choices in life. The cost of the club is 

$50 per student.  

Robotics Club: 
The Ruling Robot Falcons, first place 

team at the Virginia State Champion-

ships in 2016 and 2017, will be 

starting a team at Covenant 

Christian School, beginning Monday, 

February 5 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in 

the Charlotte Mason Room. Students 

will be coached by Amy Nichols, a 

local homeschool mom. This 

opportunity will give your student a 

chance to learn mechanical design 

techniques, engineering skills and 

programming software skills. Students 

will participate in a First Lego League 

contest during the month of June. 

Students ages 10 to 14 are 

welcome.  The cost per student is 

$100. There is a limit of 10 

students, so the first 10 to sign up and 

pay the fee will be in the club.  If your 

student enjoys legos and computers, 

this is a wonderful opportunity to 

learn  life skills that will translate well 

in the marketplace of academics. 

All participating students will need a 

laptop to download the programming 

software.  Kindles or iPads will not 

work well with this sort of software. 

Please contact the school if your 

student is interested.  For more 

specific questions, please contact 

Amy Nichols:  757-570-3034 or drop 

an email at anichols@att.net. 

Form IV 
 
This week in form IV we finished reading Tom Sawyer and next week we will begin 
reading Grimm’s Fairy Tales. In writing we have been working with the story of Ali 
and the Sultan’s saddle. The class rewrote the story, adding our vocabulary words, 
-ly adverbs, and replacing banned verbs with strong verbs to make the story more 
interesting. Next week we will work with one of my favorite stories, The Sword in the 
Stone! In Bible, we read about David and Goliath, and how amazing it was for a 
young man to fight a powerful soldier like Goliath. In history, we finished reading 
several books set in the middle ages, and we have been demonstrating our learning 
through a series of written narrations. 

Intro to Spanish: Intro to Spanish students this week focused on the alphabet. We did 
several dictation activities using the Spanish alphabet. Students learned how to 
interactively use their lesson 3 verbs and vocabulary. They practiced writing the 
questions and answering the questions using the correct conjugation of the verbs. I 
want the students to practice using their greeting skills. I have them take a few 
minutes to speak only Spanish to each other at the beginning of class. Students this 
week also created their own sentences using any vocabulary and verbs they have 
learned thus far. We had some pretty creative sentences. Ask your student to share 
their favorite one! Next week we will be starting our food unit! This week you should 
have received permission slips for Plaza Azteca. You can turn these in to me or Mrs. 
Haupt. ¡Bendiciones!  

Middle and High School 
Spanish I & II: 
This week students continue to read in the novela Brandon Brown Dice la verdad. 
Students are continuing to practice sentence writing as they answer comprehension 
questions. During class I ask questions in Spanish that connect the students to the 
characters the book. We have a great time with this!  I had the students practice 
comparing themselves to a character in the book. They were to tell a classmate the 
similarities and differences between themselves and the characters. Ask your student 
to share the same with you in Spanish! Students have been asked throughout the 
week to read in the novela at home. I am challenging the students to write short 
narrations of the chapters in their next class period. Monday the students will be 
asked to do the same. Next week we will begin our food unit in preparation for our 
Plaza Azteca field trip! You should have received permission slips this week. The 
permission slips and money can be turned in to me or to Mrs. Haupt. ¡Bendiciones!  

Form IV students went on a field trip to The Loft and worked on medieval art creations! 



Middle and High School (cont.) 
 

History: 
This week in history students have been learning all about Jim Crow, Ida B. Wells,  Booker T. Washington and W.E.B DuBois. 
They have emersed themselves in the ideals these people held and the way in which they helped or hindered the progress of 
African Americans in the United States. We have read weighty topics and discussed the wrongdoings inflicted upon countless 
African Americans, women, and Asians during our countries young life. 
Your children have led and been involved in rich discussions through-
out the week that have brought to light all the ways in which America 
has been shaped. It is wonderful to listen to them discuss and debate 
different topics in a respectful and worthy manner. 
 

Earth Science: 
Earthquakes, volcanoes, mountains, oh my! Students have been 
introduced to the destruction earthquakes cause around the globe each 
year. Through video, they have witnessed the sudden, catastrophic 
events that occur not only on land but at sea. Tsunamis were of 
particular interest to the class, and it was wonderful to watch them 
connect the dots between these and the earthquakes. Volcano 
research is also on the minds of each student as they continue to 
research and prepare travel brochures for their third-quarter project. 
 

Environmental Science 
Over the past few weeks, the students have been working through a challenging essay written by Lynn White Jr.  Mr. White’s essay 
formed the philosophical foundation for the environmental movement; a foundation that lays the blame for the current ecological crisis 
squarely at the feet of Christianity’s teachings in Genesis 1:28 that God has ordained man to rule over and subdue creation.  Students 
have delved into Scripture in search of truth behind many of Mr. White’s claims and are forming a solid Christian worldview when it 
comes to questions of environmental conservation.  This week students are working on a project that digs into both Old and New 
Testament Scriptures to see what God says about how man’s behavior guides the hand of God.  Throughout the law, God shares with 
man that moral behavior will bring about blessings and immoral behavior will bring about curses; many of which directly concern the 
earth, climate, and weather patterns.  We will be using this as a springboard into a study of current environmental concerns, legislative 
measures taken to counteract these concerns, and how to be thinking of a uniquely biblical response. 

 
Language Arts: 
Our Literature I class is learning more about the demise of Kino in The Pearl, as his greed and pursuit of money are placing his family in 
grave danger. Students use written narration to explore how they would proceed if placed in Kino's situation. Would they value safety 
over wealth? Our Language Arts class began a new topic this week: clauses. They are learning how clauses work together to 
communicate in broader, meaningful ways.  

Our Literature II class is deep in the journey with the Nine Walkers in The Fellowship of the Ring as they travel far and wide to destroy 
the Ring. Students learned the literary device personification, and discussed how Tolkien personified the Caradhras Mountain as the 
Nine Walkers attempted to climb on its trail. In Language Arts II, we studied the term amplification and learned how to write to an 
audience when developing a persuasive essay.   .  

Math: 

Pre Algebra: 

●Simple Interest 

●Compound Interest 

●Percents and Problem Solving 

 

Algebra I: 

●Solving Systems of Linear Inequalities 

●The Product Rule and Power Rules for 

Exponents 

●Integer Exponents and the Quotient Rule 

Algebra II: 

●Special Factoring 

●A General Approach to Factoring 

●Solving Equations by Factoring 

Geometry 

●Transformations and Symmetry 

●Area 

●Squares and Rectangles 

LABEL! LABEL! 

LABEL! 

We are still accumulating 

many sweaters, sweatshirts 

and jackets in Lost and 

Found every day. Labels 

will ensure items are 

returned to their owners! 

Our high school seniors enjoying lecture time with Mrs. 
Timmer. 


