
 

Seeds from the CCS Garden: 

October 
The second month of the school’s garden was a busy one. There 

has been plenty of planting, re-planting, a lot of watering, weeding, 

de-worming (cabbage worms) and harvesting. Here is what each Form has 

accomplished: 

Kindergarten: 

Each class begins with a song, followed by a few games. If your child is in 

kindergarten perhaps you have heard your child sing the songs. One is called 

Tall, Tall Tree. If you sing it, your child can show you the hand movements for 

each verse. It goes like this: 

Here is my trunk, I’m a tall, tall tree. 

In springtime the blossoms bloom on me. 

I bloom, I bloom. 

Here is my trunk, I’m a tall, tall tree. 

In summer the breezes blow through me. 

I bend, I bend. 

Here is my trunk, I’m a tall, tall tree. 

In autumn the leaves fall from me. 

They drop, they drop. 

Here is my trunk, I’m a tall, tall tree. 

In winter the snowflakes fall on me. 

I glisten, I glisten. 



 

Andrew shows Ms. Goesel his autumn leaf wreath and Nyna smiles proudly 

next to the Kindergarten pumpkin after a not very scientific study was held in 

which the Garden Teacher determined that they both weighed the same. 

  

This is the way we water our garden, water our garden, water our garden. 

 



Each child became either the King of Queen of broccoli by making a bright 

green paper crown with a picture of a broccoli on it to wear home. The play on 

words was lost on the children, but the adults smiled. 

 

After much deliberation (not really) the kindergarten children chose their class 

pumpkin. Of course, it was the biggest one in the patch! 

 

Say, “Yeah for Pumpkins!” 



 

After the pumpkins seasoned in Ms. Goesel’s basement for two weeks, they 

were brought back to school and the carving began. Several ‘expert’ carvers 

were on hand. Others preferred pulling out the seeds from the pulp. Many 

children took home baggies of seeds to wash, bake and eat. 

 

K is for Kindergarten and a smiling face. 

 

The Kindergarten students practiced their fine-motor skills and sewed paper 

straws, circles & squares on string to make bracelets & necklaces. Addie B. 

concentrates on threading her sewing needle. 



Form Two: 

The children learned a song and movement game that Ms. Goesel learned long 

ago in her teacher training classes. The game begins in one big circle and 

everyone walking and holding hands. The teacher/leader walks on the outside 

of the circle in the opposite direction. Getting everyone to first hold hands, then 

walking in a circle that was formed properly was a bit of a challenge. With 

practice, they almost have it down. The song is sung and at the verse, “1, 2, 3 

follow me.”  Each child’s head is tapped and the third one drops hands and holds 

the teacher/leaders hand. The rest of the circle continues. The singing continues 

till there is one child left in the circle. So the big circle becomes smaller and the 

outer one gets bigger. This is a magical thing to see and be part of. Finally, the 

last child joins the new outer circle and the game is complete. It is a fun game 

that gets everyone’s bodies moving. If you have a Form Two student, show them 

the lyrics. They may sing it to you (although we are still learning it) and play the 

game with you. The song lyrics are: 

Go tell it on the mountain. 

The mountain so high that it nearly touch’s the sky. 

And it’s 1, 2, 3 follow me! 

 

Two girls use a garden hoe to make support mounds around the Kindergarten 

broccoli plants. Nathan hunts for cabbage worms and removes them.  

The First and Second graders were terrific help in the garden and with the 

school’s front porch decorations and care. Thank you to Caleb who took charge 

in watering the chrysanthemum’s on the front porch.  

 

 



 

Form Two chose the second largest pumpkin as there class pumpkin. When it 

came time to carve one, they chose another one. 

 

A visiting French student helped carve the class pumpkin and answered 

thousands of questions at the same time! Thank you to Caleb who let Ms. 

Goesel borrow his carving kit. Form Two and Form Four’s finished pumpkins 

on the school’s front porch. 

 



Form Three: 

This rambunctious group of students planted autumn vegetables such as kale, 

Swiss chard and lettuce in their garden. New Name Sticks were made 

identifying each student’s plant. These were watered each weak and weeded. 

Autumn wreaths from leaves were made and two pumpkins were carved; a girl 

pumpkin and a boy pumpkin. The boys were determined to cut into the 

pumpkin themselves and clean it out. Many bags of seeds were taken home to 

wash, bake and eat. But as soon as the older students came outside to play, all 

was abandoned as the boys (and some of the girls) heard the siren call of fun 

with friends. A few dedicated and focused girls finished the boy’s pumpkin and 

theirs as well. Ms. Goesel carved the letters into it. Only using a grapefruit 

knife, it was rather difficult.  

 



 

Form Three’s Pumpkins on the school’s front porch next to school garden corn 

sheaves. “We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves!” 

 

A happy harvest of lettuce and a jar of dried spearmint. 

 

 

 

 



Form Four: 

Form Four harvested tomatoes and both planted and harvested lettuce this 

month. They water and weeded and made autumn leaf garlands. 

 

 

Several students carved a pumpkin for their class. This traditional looking 

pumpkin was a donation by Mr. Maxwell after it suffered several poked holes 

from pencils while in class. Poor pumpkin. Naomi finished carving out the eyes 

of the pumpkins and proudly carried it to front porch for display.  

Forms Five & Up: 

Unfortunately I do not have any photos of this group of eager gardeners. But 

several artistic students painted the final CCS pumpkin with the school’s logo. 

Thank you to Mrs. Timmer for the loan of brushes and paint. 



 

Other ongoing garden projects that continued this month or were begun are: 

Dried garden herbs in jars 

Seed saving 

Drying rose petals (thank you Mrs. Schulker for the old roses) to make 

pot-pourri 

Autumn leaf wreaths and garland 

Magical moving pumpkin pictures (Form Two) 

 



 

Not so long ago, our pumpkins looked like this; then they grew and grew. 

 

The CCS bounty of heirloom pumpkins planted in May and harvested in 

October, 2017. 

 

CCS Seed Saver 



 

Dan’s Tree Service was kind enough to donate tree stumps for our garden. 

Form 4 enjoys them on a sunny day. 

Note: 

There will only be one garden day in November due to Ms. Goesel being out of 

state at a family reunion and then filming the Kindergarten Documentary. The 

garden will need to be watered and some items harvested while she is gone. Also, 

there will not be a Seeds from CCS Garden newsletter for November.  

 

 


