
Seeds from the CCS Garden: November & December 

To every season, turn, turn, turn. Winter will be here in a couple of days, 

although some days & nights feel like it already and even more confusing 

are the days that feel like spring! But, if you study the garden, the plants 

will tell you; it is time for a rest – for a long winter’s nap. 

 

Kindergarten: 

This happy little group loves being in the garden; they never want to leave when class is 

over. This of course makes the garden teacher (me) quite happy. As I shared before, each 

class begins with several circle games. Most of the children have the words memorized. 

Here is a fun game to play. If you are blessed with a kindergarten child, recite this game 

and they will show you how it’s played. Be prepared to have fun! 

Little Bird 

Once I saw a little bird go hop, hop, hop. 

So I said, “Little bird, will you stop, stop, stop?” 

I was going to the window to say, “How do you do?” 

When he shook his tail and away he flew! 

During the last week of November and first week of December the children harvested 

their broccoli crowns; each taking home a bunch. I heard back recently from one mom 

that the broccoli was delicious! I also heard from a child that she didn’t like the way 

Grandma cooked it; she prefers steamed broccoli. After the main crown has been 

harvested, little side shoots begin to develop. Unfortunately with our cold night 

temperatures, these will most likely not grow. I told the children that broccoli doesn’t 

like being too cold. They seemed to understand. Regardless, straw was laid around each 

plant to keep in warm.  

 

The Kindergarten garden bed without & with straw. 



 

 

The kindergarten children with their broccoli.  

 

It takes three girls to carry a big bucket of water all the way to the cabbage plants and 

one (“I have strong muscles.”) to pour the water. 

 

 



After Thanksgiving I helped the children trace their hands for mitten decorations for 

their parents. Although I wanted the children to sew them, it proved too difficult for little 

fingers. So I ended up sewing them all in the evening. When done, I made a little wagon 

from a box and ribbon rounds as a gift for the kindergarten classroom. The children 

then created their own wrapping paper and wrapped their gifts. I hope the parents will 

love and treasure these little hands. 

 

Addie, Andrew, Avery, Hadley, Nyna & Sofia with their mittens. The class with gifts all 

wrapped. 

 



Form Two: 

This group of very eager Green Thumbs harvested lettuce and spinach in November. 

You can tell by their smiles that they were proud of their garden work.  

 

Then the most exciting garden work occurred when the children harvested peanuts! 

This was done with cheers and all types of happy noises. Total harvested – 268!  

 

 Uma was a big help in cleaning up the garden.  



Form Three: 

This group of students put their measuring, math and art skills to use making 

cardboard boxes for Garden Herb Gifts. The cardboard came from The Jamestown 

Yorktown Foundation. Once the boxes were drawn, cut, folded, and stapled, they were 

painted with a lot of energy in Christmas colors. Some paint even ended up on faces! 

Hmmmm…..must be Grey! The following week, the boxes were filled with small jars of  

herbs (90 of them) grown in the garden this year. They were harvested by the students 

and dried in Ms. Tiffeni Goesel’s attic. Each box contained a selection of basil, mint, 

rosemary, sage, thyme, oregano and chives. Then the boxes were wrapped, labeled and 

passed out to teacher’s and staff. Bags of peanuts from the CCS Garden were also given. 

The students truly loved being the gift givers.  

 

 

The labels on the herb boxes and bag of peanuts. 

 



Form Four: 

This group of students are a contrast. Some love being in the garden and want to work 

and help a lot; some are reluctant. Regardless of these differences, the garden teaches 

many lessons: hard work, patience, tenderness, grief, celebration, nutrition, beauty, 

new foods, worms (good & bad), and the seasons.  

 

Lettuce and an abundance of Kale was harvested. 

 

After spending the entire growing season wondering what happened to her carrots, 

Naomi was pleased to find they grew under the tomato plants.  

 

Cheerleaders spread the Straw around the garden beds with much gusto!  



 

Now the garden beds are almost cleared. Signs of prayers and good wishes stand guard. 

The Covenant Christian School Garden was planted in April and last harvested in 

December 2017. It has been a wonderful inaugural year. There are some lessons to be 

learned though, such as not planting small plants next to big ones, watching for pests 

such as cabbage worms, more watering (this issue will be remedied with our two rain 

barrels to be installed in the spring), more weeding and support. The Green Thumb Club 

that came to the garden during the summer months were the reason the garden survived 

over our hot, dry summer. When school resumed, all the students were instrumental in 

helping in some way and especially with planting the autumn vegetables. Thank you 

students; thank you teachers and thank you parents! 

Till the spring,  

Your garden teacher, Ms. Tiffeni Goesel 

 


