
  Vol. XIV January 26, 2018 

COVENANT CHRONICLE T
H

E
 

Message from the Head of School 
“As the deer pants for streams of water, 
so my soul pants for you, my God.” 
Psalm 42:1 (NIV) 
 
Last week, Carolyn Griffith and I had the privilege of attending the Childlight 
Administrators’ Retreat at the Winshape Resort near Rome, Georgia. Wrapped 
in the solace of the beautiful Berry College campus, we joined hearts with other 
administrators sharing our joys, challenges, and visions for our 
respective schools. As the administrator of a new school, I was particularly 
refreshed from hearing the stories of God’s faithfulness over time from my 
veteran partners. After a time of sincere transparency, each school’s specific 
needs were lifted up in prayer bringing the comfort so often enjoyed through the 
body of believers. 
Our school also received many affirmations through my conversations with the 
other school leaders. First of all, our newly revamped high school program 
received resounding approval from all administrators! One school leader in 
particular commented that if she could start over, her high school program 
would look exactly like the one I described. Moreover, Rob Shearer, from the 
Francis Schaeffer Study Center runs a similar high school program. We are 
eager to glean information from his wisdom and experience! 
Similarly, the others were impressed with the way our teachers do “Charlotte 
Mason Fridays” - teaching what they learned at the October conference to one 
another during our morning meeting. It was so encouraging and humbling to 
know that as the “new kid on the block” we had ideas to offer to others. 
One of my takeaways came from the administrator of Silverdale Baptist 
Academy in Chattanooga, TN. She recommended that everyone see the 
documentary entitled “Race to Nowhere” that depicts the state of our 
educational system today and the detrimental effects it’s having on our children. 
Consequently, I have purchased the rights to show this film at our annual 
Covenant Community meeting. Please mark your calendars for 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, February 23, at New Town Methodist Church. After a brief “State of our 
Covenant” update, we will all watch the movie and follow up with discussion and 
fellowship. It is my prayer that we can leave affirmed in the mission and vision 
of our school. 
Please take a look at the trailer: http://www.racetonowhere.com/about-film for 
an introduction to this very important information. I continue to be humbled and 
amazed by God’s provision as He guides our school. 
In Him, 
Christine 

Enrichment Day 

Friday, February 2 

 
Enrichment Day is coming up 

next Friday!  Forms I through III 
will be visiting the 

Virginia Living Museum and 
Forms IV through VI will 

journey to the Surry Nuclear 
Power Plant. Details for each 

program went home earlier this 
week - money and forms are 

due Tuesday. 

 
PARENT DRIVERS ARE 

NEEDED FOR BOTH TRIPS! 

Please contact the office as 
soon as possible if you are able 

to help transport students for 
either trip: both promise to be 
fun-filled and informative days 
for students and parents alike!  

 

School Verse 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 

angry” James 1:19 

Habit of the Month for January: Health 

Form II enjoyed a special visitor. 



Form II 
Next week Form II will be studying the 

following: 
● Bible: Through the Roof to Jesus, Matthew 9 

● Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:1-3 

● Math: Multiplication, Equal Groups 

● Phonics: Vowel-consonant-e 

● Grammar: Written dictation, proper use of has-have 

● History: The First Inhabitants of Greece 

● Science: Animal Classification 

● Habit Training: Imagination 

Please pray for the Brown  family. 

Form I 
It has been a long week getting into the swing of full-time school 
again, but I think the children are happy to be back to our regular 
routine and spending time with their classmates. You will notice the 
pace is beginning to increase this second semester. There is so 
much to be excited about and watching your kindergartners grow 
and prepare for Form II continues to bring me so much joy! Next 
week we will study: 

● Bible Memorization: Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the full armor of God 

 so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” 

● Phonics/Grammar/Handwriting: Fundations Unit 2: Advanced 

 phoneme awareness, short vowel words, blending. Verbs are “in 

 action” and students are mastering proper letter formation and 

 engaging in guided writing in their student notebooks. 

● Literature: Very Last First Time by Jan Andrews, from our Five in 

 A Row Series 

● Math: Singapore Math Unit 16: Comparing sets to determine more 

 or less 

● History/Geography: Northern Canada and the Inuit culture  

● Science: What is a Biome, the tides and ocean life 

Special thank you to Mrs. Monsi for organizing a sign up page for 
the parents of those students who are present on Friday afternoons 
for Tea Time. Your help in making Tea Time for our kinders extra 
special is greatly appreciated! 

Form III 
For the week of January 29: 
● Bible: The Plagues of Egypt 

● Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:2 

● Habit Training: Alertness to Seize Opportunities 

● History: Powhatan Indians; Pocahontas 

● Writing: Write Rough Draft; 8 Parts of Speech-Nouns 

● Reading: Phonics, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

 chapters 8-10 

● Science: Water is Cohesive and Adhesive; What is Water 

● Upcoming Assessments: Memory Verse Assessment 

 Thursday, February 1 

 

Birdfeeder buddies! 

Forms I, II and III work together on birdfeeders in Nature Study. 

Re-Enrollment 
All who have not 

contacted the office 
or pre-paid will see 

the first installment of 
the re-enrollment fee 

on February’s bill. 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 29 Covenant Open House 
Jan 31 Blaze Pizza Night    
Feb 2  Enrichment Day    
Feb 19  Presidents’ Day 
   NO SCHOOL     
Feb 23 State of our Covenant  
Mar 2  Student Service Day   
Mar 15 Parent-Teacher 
   Conferences: 1/2 Day  
Mar 16 Teacher Workday 
   NO SCHOOL     
Mar 22 Celebrate our Covenant 
Mar 29 Flowering of the Cross  
Mar 30 Good Friday 
   NO SCHOOL     
Apr 2-6 Spring Break 
   NO SCHOOL     
Apr 13 Enrichment Day    
May 4 Student Service Day   
May 11 Fine Arts Festival    
May 18 Spring Carnival    



New PLUS Programs 

Chess Club: 
The Covenant Christian Chess Club 

will meet on Thursdays from 3:30 to 

4:30 pm in the Charlotte Mason room, 

beginning February 8. All levels, 

including beginner, are welcome. This 

club will be coached by Dave 

Bauernschmidt. Students will learn 

new and progressive game 

strategies. They will be encouraged to 

think ahead and make wise choices 

while playing chess; however, this 

skill will also help them in making wise 

choices in life. The cost of the club is 

$50 per student.  

Robotics Club: 
The Ruling Robot Falcons, first place 

team at the Virginia State Champion-

ships in 2016 and 2017, will be 

starting a team at Covenant 

Christian School, beginning Monday, 

February 5 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in 

the Charlotte Mason Room. Students 

will be coached by Amy Nichols, a 

local homeschool mom. This 

opportunity will give your student a 

chance to learn mechanical design 

techniques, engineering skills and 

programming software skills. Students 

will participate in a First Lego League 

contest during the month of June. 

Students ages 10 to 14 are 

welcome.  The cost per student is 

$100. There is a limit of 10 

students, so the first 10 to sign up and 

pay the fee will be in the club.  If your 

student enjoys legos and computers, 

this is a wonderful opportunity to 

learn  life skills that will translate well 

in the marketplace of academics. 

All participating students will need a 

laptop to download the programming 

software.  Kindles or iPads will not 

work well with this sort of software. 

Please contact the school if your 

student is interested.  For more 

specific questions, please contact 

Amy Nichols:  757-570-3034 or drop 

an email at anichols@att.net. 

Form IV 
 
In Form IV, we have been getting back into the swing of things!  In both Bible and 
literature we have been working on our expository writing, where students give a 
response to a question about what they have read, and then defend their position, 
wrapping up their argument with a concluding statement. We have a lot of fun in 
history learning about medieval architecture! The class gave written narrations about 
castles and cathedrals and built model motte and bailey castles outside. We also 
tried our hand at jousting; in lieu of an actual horse, we used hobby horses! The class 
had a lot of fun with it.  

Intro to Spanish: This week the students practiced using their new vocabulary words 
and verbs in the Mi Familia unit. They worked individually to create and write 
sentences using this new vocabulary. The students then formed small groups to pick 
the best created sentences within their group. I was so impressed with what they 
came up with. Learning the sounds each letter makes in Spanish is so important 
when it comes to acquiring the language. We worked on some dictation exercises 
using the Spanish alphabet. First, students were to listen to the Spanish letter and 
write down what they hear. The next section students had to write down the words 
that were being spelled out by me. In the final section, I dictated full sentences in the 
target language. Students were pleased with their accurate work! Lastly, our classes 
will be going through a food unit next month and will be using their skills on a field trip 
to Plaza Azteca! Please be on the look out for further information regarding this 
special trip! 

Middle and High School 
Spanish I & II: 
In our Spanish classes this week we jumped right back into the swing of things! The 
students learned high frequency past tense verbs and interactively used them by 
asking each other questions about their Christmas and snow breaks! The classes 
also continued reading our novela Brandon Brown dice la Verdad. Before we begin a 
chapter, I ask the students a series of questions to introduce them to the vocabulary 
we will be reading. This week I had some of the students read from a dialogue in 
front of the class. They did great! The students continue to write short narrations of 
the chapter or a prediction for the next chapter in the target language. Lastly, our 
classes will be going through a food unit next month and will be using their skills on a 
field trip to Plaza Azteca! Please be on the look out for further information regarding 
this special trip! 

A student deep in thought over his Form IV work. 



Middle and High School (cont.) 
 

History: 
Timelining has been a big theme of this class this week. Students have created timelines of inventions produced by Thomas 
Edison that will be added to both the classroom timeline and school. There has been a heavy focus placed on academic writing 
that emphasizes concise answers about specific readings done throughout the week. We will continue to work on this skill 

through the coming weeks and explore more in-depth question writing. 
 

Earth Science: 
We have been studying the creation of the Earth this week and choosing volcanos that will 
be researched for our quarter-long project. Our class was busy digging in their Bibles to date 
the earth correctly while also estimating their individual life-spans. What a fun lab! 
 

Bible 
Students have been diligently working to memorize Hebrews 11: 1-3. Together we have worked to 
study and put into context the meaning of these verses before we try to memorize them 
verbatim. Faith has been the main focus of discussion this week as we see that in order to 
receive God's blessings we have to believe in Him. We dove into the faith Cain had as opposed to 
that of Abel and how we can see many of these same kinds of people in our own lives. It's always 
a blessing to listen to students reflect on the good examples in their lives and how they are being 
led closer to Christ through their pastors, parents, and friends.  

 
Language Arts: 
Our seventh-grade Literature class recently began a new book, The Pearl, by John Steinbeck. 
Through the story, students have explored the world of early 1900's indigenous people on the 

coast of Mexico living in poverty and constant discrimination. Students have written response papers noting how surroundings and envi-
ronment shape our particular worldviews and have placed themselves inside the lives of a 
family struggling to find help for their sick child. In Language Arts, students have practiced identifying phrases and verb-form modifiers.     

Our Literature II class is continuing along the journey with Frodo and friends in The Fellowship of the Ring. We are currently staying in 
the house of Elrond, the Elven-king in Rivendell and discovering new details of where Bilbo, the original hobbit adventurer, has been 
living. Our Comp II class began a new essay this week where students will learn how to present a topic with an audience in mind. They 
will learn to add amplification to their conclusion which will help the reader immediately 
understand why he or she should agree with the thesis being presented.  

Math: 

Pre Algebra: 

●Percent of Increase or Decrease 

●Discount and Markup 

●Commission and Profit 

●Percents and Proportion 

 

Algebra I: 

●Solving Systems of Linear 

 Equations by Elimination 

●Applications of Linear Systems 

●Solving Systems of Linear Inequalities 

Algebra II: 

●Factoring Trinomials 

●Special Factoring 

Geometry 

●Transformations 

●Reflections 

●Isometries and Congruence 

Jousting in Form IV 

Aftercare 
Covenant Christian School is blessed to have two amazing women of God with backgrounds in 
education supervising our after school students. Starr VanWingerden is a homeschool parent 

and director of Children’s Ministry at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church. She and her 
daughter lead the aftercare program on Mondays and Fridays. Lindsay Chilton, an education ma-

jor at North Greenville University is here on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. She also 
teaches 2nd graders in the homeschool co-operative program, Classical Conversations. 

 

Pre-Algebra work is fun! 



From the Development Office 
 

On Monday, January 29th, Covenant Christian School invites local families to visit our campus for an Open House 
to find out what Charlotte Mason education is all about. Visitors will be touring our one-of-a-kind classrooms and 
experiencing the joy of community as we serve God and each other with our hands, minds and hearts! This is an 
excellent opportunity to  encourage your friends, neighbors and fellow church members to check out 
Covenant Christian School for themselves and find out why you are making this wonderful investment in your 
child’s education. 

 
Blaze Pizza Spirit Night is this coming Wednesday, January 31. Again, we hope you will in-
vite friends, neighbors and family to join you at Blaze between 5 and 8 pm. You can dine 
in or carry out, but be sure to show the flyer before you check out to make sure 
Covenant Christian School receives the 20% credit from your order! The Flyer is available 
on the Parent Portal! 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL! 
 

Covenant Christian School 
Delightful 
Hour 
Objectives 

Winter/Spring 2018   

Objectives  

Students will: 

Appreciate and grow in understanding the language of 
Shakespeare 

Learn drama improvisation techniques and the craft of choral 
reading presentation 

Identify the loblolly tree, the needles and pine and 
compare it to other conifers 

Understand the heart of the impressionist art 
movement, the post impressionist art movement and learn 
details about the lives and paintings of the 
movement’s famous painters 

Older students: Work with clay and the process of it: slip, 
plastic, leather, bone, bisque and glazeware 

Write poetry about nature 

Create art with pressed flowers 

Learn how to work with colored pencils 

Receive an introduction to weaving and distinguish between 
warp and weft 

Observe a natural environment in two seasons: winter and 
spring 

Produce a lapbook containing their nature artwork and poet-
ry 

Produce collaborative artwork replicating the work of fa-
mous impressionists 

Learn to produce artwork by replicating master artwork 

Memorize Hebrews 11 and produce a choral reading drama 


